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Gorton  Urban  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1905. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Nineteenth  ^Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  the  district  for  the  year  1904,. 

The  area  comprised  in  the  Urban  District  is  1,133  acres 
(about  one  and  three-quarter  square  miles). 

The  census  of  1901  gave  a population  of  26,564,  and 
estimated  to  be  31,000  at  the  middle  of  1905. 

Of  the  96  Urban  Sanitary  Districts  of  Lancashire,  with  an 
estimated  population  of  1,011,905,  the  average  density  per 
acre  is  3-66  persons  per  acre,  and  of  20  Municipal  Boroughs 
embraced  in  the  County  Returns,  with  a population  of  634,216, 
the  average  density  is  7'31  persons  per  acre,  whilst  19  Rural 
Sanitary  Districts  (population  236,666),  the  average  density  is 
0-32  persons  per  acre.  The  average  density  of  Gorton  is  27'3 
per  acre,  as  compared  with  the  neighbouring  townships  of 
West  Gorton  97,  Openshaw  48,  Ardwick  86,  Bradford 
(Manchester)  89,  Beswick  126,  Hulme  137. 

There  were  registered  1,046  births  (1,080  the  previous 
year),  of  these  522  were  males  and  524  females  ; 16  were 
registered  as  illegitimate  (13  the  year  before). 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  numbered  471,  as  com- 
pared with  1904,  502  ; 1903,436;  1902,548;  1901,  337  ; 1900, 
446  ; 1899,  388  ; 1898,  357  ; 1897,  305  ; 1896,  301 ; 1895,  280. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  is  33-7,  as  compared  with  1904, 
36-0;  1903,34-2;  1902,38  9;  1901,32-8;  1900,  38-3;  1899, 
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34-7;  1898,37-2;  1897,  32-1;  1896,  33-6;  1895,  36-6;  the 
average  of  ten  years  being  35-4. 

The  birth-rate  for  1904  for  England  and  Wales  was  27  9 ; 
76  large  English  towns  29  1 ; County  of  Lancaster  25-56 
(Urban  25  66,  Rural  24-90),  Gorton  for  the  same  year  36  0. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  575  (578  the  previous 
year),  of  these  315  were  males  and  260  females. 

Included  in  the  above  total  are  the  deaths  of  persons 
occurring  outside  the  district  but  belonging  to  this  district,  in 
Withington  Workhouse  Hospital  50,  Fever  Hospital  6,  Public 
Institutions  outside  the  district  18,  other  places  outside  the 
district  1,  and  4 deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  other  districts 
but  occurring  in  this  district ; total  79. 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  registered  of  persons  dying 
in  the  district  is  500,  as  compared  with  511  for  the  previous 
year. 

The  actual  death-rate  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district 
was  1905,  16-1;  1904,  17  0;  1903,  16-1;  1902,  17-6;  1901,  17-8. 

The  total  death-rate  for  1905  was  18-5,  as  compared  with 
1904,  19-26  ; 1903,  18-9  ; 1902,  19-05  ; 1901,  20-3  ; 1900,  20-7  ; 
the  average  of  10  years  (1895  to  1904)  being  19-92. 

The  death-rate  for  1904  for  Eugland  and  Wales  was  16-2  ; 
76  large  English  towns  17-2  ; County  of  Lancaster  15*54 
(Urban  15-78,  Rural  13-81),  West  Gorton  17-41,  Openshaw 
20  93;  Ardwick  20-05  ; Gorton  for  the  same  year  19’26. 

The  average  death-rate  for  the  County  during  ten  years 
(1894  to  1903)  was  16'83  ; England  and  Wales  17-26;  Gorton, 
for  the  same  period,  19-61. 

The  infantile  mortality  equalled  170  infants  dying  under 
12  months  of  age  out  of  each  1,000  births  during  1905,  as  com- 
pared with  1904,  199;  1903,  200  ; 1902,  152  , 1901,  205  ; 1900, 
207 ; the  average  ten  years  (1895  to  1904)  being  201. 

The  infantile  mortality  during  1904  for  England  and 
Wales  was  146;  76  large  English  towns  160;  County  of 
Lancaster  157  (Urban  162,  Rural  124),  West  Gorton  198 ; 
Openshaw  205  ; Ardwick  198  ; Gorton,  for  the  same  year,  199. 
The  average  of  ten  years  (1895  to  1904)  for  England  and 
Wales  was  150,  the  County  159,  Gorton  201. 
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The  number  of  deaths  under  five  years  of  age  for  1905  was 
261,  the  previous  year  276.  Of  the  total  deaths  for  1905,  4.5 
per  cent,  were  of  children  under  five  years,  as  compared  with 
1904,  47 ; 1903,  51 ; 1902,  47 ; 1901,  47  ; 1900,  51 ; 1899,  51  ; 
1898,58;  1897,  52;  1896,  55;  1895,51.  The  average  of 
ten  years  being  51. 

In  the  following  table  the  ages  are  given  at  which  death 
occurred  : — 


1905 

1904 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 

1897 

1896 

Under  1 year  

, 178 

215 

196 

164 

182 

205 

180 

208 

149 

147 

Between  1 and  5.. 

. 83 

61 

80 

86 

78 

73 

76 

83 

80 

95 

,,  5 and  15 

25 

24 

14 

32 

32 

20 

12 

18 

15 

18 

,,  15  and  25 

29 

25 

35 

22 

49 

28 

19 

27 

19 

17 

,,  25  and  65 

177 

172 

137 

146 

140 

159 

147 

113 

112 

118 

Over  65 

. 83 

81 

78 

74 

68 

56 

64 

50 

60 

43 

575 

578 

540 

524 

549 

541 

498 

499 

435 

438 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  from  the  notified 
infectious  diseases  was  30,  namely  Scarlet  Fever  1,  Diphtheria 
6,  Membranous  Croup  4,  Typhoid  Fever  17,  Puerperal  Fever  2. 

From  other  infectious  diseases  not  notifiable  there  were 
67  deaths  (the  previous  year  58),  they  were  : Measles  23, 
Whooping  Cough  12,  Zymotic  Diarrhoea  32. 

The  diseases  which  are  included  in  the  seven  principal 
zymotic  diseases  are  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup),  Whooping  Cough, 
Typhoid  Fever,  and  Diarrhoea  32. 

The  deaths  from  these  dis^a^es  numbered  95,  69  being 
under  five  years  of  age,  and  26  over  five. 

The  death-rates  for  several  years  past  from  these  diseases 
are 1905,  3-0 ; 1904,2  3;  1903,2-5;  1902,2  7;  1901.37; 
1900,4-4;  1899,4-7;  1898,6-4;  1897,4  6;  1896,  4-0 ; 1895, 
3-9;  average  of  ten  years  (1895  to  1904)  3"9. 

For  the  County  the  death-rate  from  these  seven  zymotic 
diseases  for  1904  was  1-93  (Urban  2-01,  Eural  1-37)  ; England 
and  Wales  1-94;  76  large  English  towns  2-49  ; Gorton  2-3. 
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Inquests  were  held  on  21  cases  during  1905;  1904,  35; 
1903,  18;  1902,  32;  1901,  27;  1900,  25;  1899,  17;  1898,  27; 

1897,  20;  1896,  11;  1895,  20. 

In  Withington  Workhouse  Hospital  there  were  50  deaths 
of  persons  belonging  to  this  district : 1904  46;  1903,54;  1902, 
39;  1901,  49;  1900,  27;  1899,  42;  1898,  25;  1897,  36;  1896, 
27;  1895,  17. 

The  infectious  diseases  which  are  reported  to  the  District 
Council  are  Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Membranous 
Croup,  Erysipelas,  and  Puerperal  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  during  1905  was  260 : 1904, 
227;  1903,224;  1902,186;  1901,234;  1900,179;  1899,117; 

1898,  193;  1897,  178;  1896,  154;  1895,  158. 

Out  of  each  1,000  inhabitants,  the  following  number 
suffered  from  infectious  diseases  : 1905,  8-3  ; 1904,  7.5  ; 1 903, 
7-8;  1902,6-7;  1901,8-6;  1900,4-6;  199,4-5;  1898,8  0; 
1897,  7*7  ; 1896,  7'0  ; 1895,  8-5  ; the  average  of  ten  years  (1895 
to  1904)  being  7-1. 

The  cases  reported  were  Smallpox  2,  Diphtheria  22, 
Membranous  Croup  5,  Erysipelas  25,  Scarlet  Fever  100, 
Typhoid  Pever  102,  Puerperal  Fever  4. 

St.  James’  Ward  has  an  area  of  255  acres,  and  an  esti- 
mated population  of  12,875. 

There  were  401  births  and  241  deaths  (the  previous  year 
244).  The  birth-rate  for  the  ward  was  31T,  and  the  death- 
rate  18-7,  as  compared  with  1904,  19-1 ; 1903,  18'9  ; 1902,  21-0; 
1901,20-8;  1900,18-0;  1899,17-1;  1898,  168;  1897,  16  9; 

1896,  20-2  ; 1895,  20-3  ; the  average  of  10  years  (1895  to  1904) 
being  18-9. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases  in  St.  James’  Ward  for  1905  was  37,  and  the  death- 
rate  from  these  diseases  2-8,  as  compared  with  1904,  2-0  ; 1903, 
3-2;  1902,2-9;  1901,3-8;  1900;  4-5 ; 1899,  4-6;  1898,  6-9; 

1897,  4-5 ; 1896,  4-1  ; 1895,  3-6 ; the  average  of  10  years 
(1895  to  1904)  being  4-0. 

The  deaths  from  these  diseases  were  Measles  9,  Scarlet 
Fever  1,  Whooping  Cough  5,  Diphtheria  and  Diphtheritic 
Croup  3,  Typhoid  Fever  3,  Zymotic  Diarrhoea  16;  total,  37. 
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The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  during 
1905  in  this  Ward  was  113,  and  equal  to  8 7 per  1,000  of 
population  of  the  Ward,  as  compared  with  1901,  6-8;  1903, 

8- 4;  1902,5-8;  1901,7-28;  1900,5-7;  1899,5-3;  1898,  8-8; 
1897,  10-9  ; 1896,  7-4  ; 1895,  10-9  ; the  average  of  10  years 
(1895  to  1904)  being  7-7. 

The  cases  notified  were  Smallpox  1,  Diphtheria  14,  Mem- 
branous Croup  2,  Erysipelas  13,  Scarlet  Fever  47,  Typhoid 
Fever  34,  Puerperal  Fever  2. 

Town  Hall  Ward  has  an  area  of  415  acres,  and  an 
estimated  population  of  10,350. 

There  were  406  births  and  191  deaths  (the  previous  year 
193).  The  birth-rate  for  the  Ward  was  319,  and  the  death- 
rate  18-4,  as  compared  with  1904,  18-8;  1903,  21  1 ; 1902,  19-9; 
1901,  22-0  ; 1900,  17  8 ; 1899,  16-5  ; 1898,  22*9  ; 1897,  18-3  ; 
1896,  19-6;  1895,  20-7  ; the  average  of  10  years  (1895  to  1904) 
being  19-7. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases  in  Town  Hall  Ward  for  1905  was  30,  and  the  death- 
rate  from  these  diseases  2-8  ; 1904,  2-5  ; 1903,  3-1 ; 1902,  2-4  ; 
1901,4-4;  1900,4-1;  1899,4-3;  1898,6-5;  1897,  5-4;  1896, 
4-7  ; 1895,  3-8  ; the  average  of  10  years  (1895  to  1904)  being 
4-1. 

The  deaths  from  these  diseases  were  Measles  5,  Whooping 
Cough  2,  Diphtheria  2,  Membranous  Croup  1,  Typhoid  Fever 
8,  Diarrhoea  12. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  in 
Town  Hall  Ward  during  1905  was  77  (the  previous  year  76), 
equal  to  6-4  per  1,000  of  population  of  the  Ward  ; 1904.  7-3  ; 
1903,9-3;  1902,5-7;  1901,8-6;  1900,7*5;  1899,  3-6;  1898, 

9- 3  ; 1897,  4-5 ; 1896,  7 5 ; 1895,  5-4  ; the  average  of  10  years 
(1895  to  1904)  being  6-8. 

The  cases  notified  were  Diphtheria  3,  Membranous  Croup 
1,  Erysipelas  2,  Scarlet  Fever  17,  Typhoid  Fever  54. 

Abbey  Hey  Ward  has  an  area  of  463  acres,  and  an 
estimated  population  of  7,775. 

There  were  293  births  and  143  deaths  (the  previous  year 
141).  The  birth-rate  for  the  Ward  was  37’6,  and  the  death- 
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rate  18  3,  as  compared  with  1904,  18-6  ; 1903,  159  ; 1902, 
14-3;  1901,  16-9;  1900.  14-8;  1899,  16-7;  1898,  17-2;  1897, 
15*7  ; 1896,  17*5  ; the  average  of  10  years  being  16-6. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases  in  Abbey  Hey  Ward  for  1905  was  28,  and  the  death- 
rate  from  these  diseases  3-6  ; 1904,  2T  ; 1903,  T2  ; 1902,  2 7 ; 
1901,  3 4 ; 1900,  2-4  ; 1899,  4-1  ; 1898,  3*7  ; 1897,  2-6  ; 1896,  3 ; 
the  average  of  10  years  being  2-8. 

The  deaths  from  these  diseases  were  Measles  9,  Whooping 
Cough  5,  Diphtheria  2,  Membranous  Croup  2,  Typhoid  Fever  6, 
Zymotic  Diarrhoea  4. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  in 
Abbey  Hey  Ward  for  1905  was  70  (the  previous  year  64), 
equal  to  9-0  per  1,000  of  population  of  the  Ward  ; 1904,  8'5  ; 
1903,  4-9  ; 1902,  9-8  ; 1901,  11-0  ; 1900,  4-8  ; 1899,  4-6  ; 1898, 
37  ; 1897,  6 6 ; 1896,  6-0;  the  average  of  10  years  being  6'8. 

The  cases  notified  were  Smallpox  1,  Diphtheria  5,  Mem- 
branous Croup  2,  Erysipelas  10,  Scarlet  Fever  36,  Typhoid 
Fever  14,  Puerperal  Fever  2. 

Smallpox. — Two  cases  only  of  this  disease  occurred  during 
1905,  as  compared  with  1904,  13  ; 1903,  11  ; 1902,  1 ; 1895, 
3;  1894,  10;  1893,  3;  1898,  1. 

One  of  the  cases  was  notified  on  January  25th.  A School- 
master living  in  Gorton  and  teaching  in  one  of  the  schools  in 
Oldham  where  the  disease  was  prevalent  at  that  time. 

The  other  case  was  on  February  3rd.  A Commercial 
Traveller,  who  contracted  the  disease  at  an  hotel  in  Bradford, 
Yorkshire,  at  which  place  several  other  cases  occurred. 

Both  cases,  which  were  of  a severe  type,  were  treated  in 
the  Smallpox  Hospital  in  the  district. 

Measles  caused  23  deaths,  19  of  them  being  under  five 
years  of  age.  In  St.  James’  Ward  there  were  9 deaths,  Town 
Hall  Ward  5,  Abbey  Hey  Ward  9.  The  disease  was  most 
prevalent  during  February,  March,  and  April,  18  of  the  deaths 
occurring  during  those  months. 

The  death-rate  from  this  disease  for  1905  was  0-74  ; the 
average  of  five  years  (1900  to  1904)  being  0-43. 
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Measles  Mortality. 


1904 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

Av’  ge 
of 

England  & Wales... 

0-86 

; 0-27 

0-38 

0-27 

039 

031 

5 years 
0-32 

County 

048 

037 

035 

0T8 

0-43 

0-44 

0-35 

761argeEnglishtowns 

0-47 

036 

0-49 

0-43 

043 

0-46 

0-43 

London  

0-49 

0-45 

0-51 

0-43 

0-42 

0-47 

0-45 

Manchester  

0-76 

0-62 

0-44 

0-53 

0-47 

1-28 

066 

142  Small  towns 

0-36 

0-29 

0-37 

0-25 

051 

0-28 

0-34 

Gorton 

0-30 

0-21 

0-98 

0T8 

0-51 

0-43 

0-46 

On  the  question  of  Measles  and  School  Attendance  of 
infants  under  five  years  of  age,  Dr.  Sergeant,  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  states  in  his  Annual  Report : — 

Infants’  Schools  contributed  largely  to  the  spread  of  the 
infection  and  were  held  responsible  for  a vast  amount  of  sickness 
and  accompanying  mortality.  Of  the  deaths  from  Measles  25  2 per 
cent,  were  under  the  age  of  one  year  ; 68  6 per  cent,  between  one 
and  five  years,  and  6 per  cent,  five  years  and  upwards. 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  infants  become  less  susceptible  to 
the  infection  of  Measles  after  the  age  of  five  years.  As  the  law  does 
not  require  children  under  the  age  of  five  to  attend  School,  it  seems 
a pity  that  Local  Education  Authorities  should  allow  them  to  do 
so.  For  the  Educational  advantages  which  some  advance  as  a 
reason  for  teaching  infants  are  considered  doubtful  by  tho_e  most 
competent  to  judge.  In  my  opinion  an  infant  under  five  is  better 
outside  a School  undergoing  the  maximum  of  physical  and  mental 
development  so  much  needed  at  this  time  of  life.  The  other  reason 
given  for  admitting  infants  to  School  is  there  is  an  extensive  demand 
in  many  districts  on  the  part  of  women  to  be  relieved  of  their 
responsibilities  in  order  to  go  to  work  at  the  mill  or  elsewhere. 
Possibly  many  mothers  would  like  to  be  relieved  of  their  children 
at  an  earlier  age  than  even  three. 

The  vast  difference  between  breast  feeding  of  infants  and 
that  of  artificial  means  upon  “ the  slaughter  of  the  innocents,” 
cannot  be  better  illustrated  than  in  the  following  press  cutting : — 

Thirty-five  years  ago  Paris  was  besieged  by  Germany’s  vast 
army.  For  months  the  war  raged,  with  terrible  cost  to  invader  and 
invaded  ; industry  was  paralysed  and  factories  were  closed  down, 
with  the  result  that  there  was  the  most  frightful  poverty,  due  to 
unemployment.  But,  because  the  mothers  were  forced  to  stay  at 
home,  and  were  thus  enabled  to  give  their  children  their  personal 
care  and  attention,  instead  of  trusting  them  to  the  “little  mothers,” 
the  mortality  of  infants  decreased  by  40  per  cent.  . . . Very 
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similar  was  the  effect  upon  the  infantile  death-rate  during  the  great 
cotton  famine  in  Lancashire  as  a result  of  the  prolonged  unemploy- 
ment of  so  many  hundreds  of  mothers.  Notwithstanding  the 
immense  increase  in  poverty,  the  fact  that  the  mothers  could 
personally  care  foi  their  infants  more  than  compensated  for  it,  and 
lowered  the  rate  of  mortality  in  a most  striking  manner. 

For  the  twelve  months  ending  March,  1905,  there  were 
142  children  under  the  age  of  five  years,  and  411  between  five 
and  six  years  in  the  various  schools  in  Gorton. 

Scarlet  Fever. — From  this  disease  there  was  one  death 
(the  previous  year  5).  The  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases 
notified  for  1905  was  F0  ; 1904,  3-5  ; 1903,  1-5  ; 1902,  6-4  ; 
1901,0-81;  1900,  4-4;  1899,  6-5;  1898,  2-3;  1897,7-5;  1896, 
9-0  ; 1895,  4-3  ; the  average  of  ten  years  (1895  to  1904)  being 
4-62. 

For  the  County  the  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases  for 
1904  was  3-6;  1903,  3 4;  1902,  4-0;  1901,  3-8;  1900,  3*5 ; 
average  of  10  years  4-3. 

For  Manchester  1904,  4-1 ; 1903,  4 7 ; 1902,  6-2  ; 1901, 
4-6;  1900,4-1;  average  of  5 years  4-7;  average  of  10  years 
(1893  to  1902)  5-9. 

The  death-rate  from  this  disease  in  Gorton  for  1905  was 
0-03  ; 1904,  0-16  ; 1903,  0-07  ; the  average  of  5 years  being  0-12. 


Scarlet  Fever  Mortality. 


1904 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

Av’ge 

of 

England  and  Wales... 

0-11 

0-12 

0-19 

0-13 

0-11 

0-12 

5 years 
6-13 

76  large  English  towns 

0-12 

0-14 

0-19 

0-17 

0-13 

0-13 

0-15 

London  

0-08 

0-08 

0-12 

0-13 

0-08 

0-09 

o-io 

Manchester  

0-15 

0-17 

0-27 

0-23 

0-19 

0-08 

0-19 

142  smaller  towns 

0-13 

0-12 

0-14 

0-14 

0-12 

0-12 

0-13 

Gorton  

o-io 

0-07 

0-28 

0-04 

0-13 

0-11 

0-12 

The  number  of  cases  notified  for  1905  was  100  as 
compared  with  1904,  140,  and  1903,  132. 

In  St.  James’  Ward  there  were  47  cases  ; Town  Hall 
Ward  17  ; Abbey  Hey  Ward  36. 

Out  of  each  1,000  of  the  population  of  the  township  there 
suffered  from  this  disease  the  following  numbers  1905,  3 "2; 


9 


1904,  4-6  ; 1903,  4-6  ; 1902,  4-5  ; 1901,  4-5  ; 1900,  3-1  ; 1899, 
1-8;  1898,3-5;  1897,3-5;  1896,3-5;  1895,4-3. 

The  average  of  five  years  (1899  to  1903)  for  12  large  towns 
was  5’03  ; Manchester  4-00  ; Gorton  3-7. 

Isolation  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  Hospital. — This  subject 
continues  to  be  much  discussed  amongst  Medical  Officers  of 
Health,  and  the  opinion  is  gaining  ground  year  by  year  that 
hospital  isolation  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  accomplishing  but  little, 
if  any,  towards  the  prevention  of  the  disease,  and  is  not  worth 
the  tremendous  expense  involved.  During  the  year  four  cases 
only  of  the  disease  were  removed  from  the  district  to  the 
Hospital  out  of  100  cases  notified,  only  one  death  occurred 
during  the  year.  Also  it  will  be  noted  fewer  cases  were 
notified  than  for  the  four  previous  years.  The  Hospital 
charges  for  Scarlet  Fever  for  the  year  amounted  to  £68.  Had 
80  per  cent,  of  the  patients  been  removed  to  the  Hospital,  as 
in  the  case  of  neighbouring  townships,  the  Hospital  Bill  would 
have  been  £1,360. 

Dr.  Eames,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Ivearsley 
Urban  District  Council  in  his  Annual  Report  for  1905,  states: — 
“ Scarlet  Fever  caused  one  death,  the  total  deaths  from  this 
disease  for  the  last  ten  years  being  15,  giving  a rate  of  0-16  per 
1,000  per  annum,  yet  we  are  urged  to  spend  hundreds  of 
pounds  each  year  in  sending  these  cases  to  Hospital.  I gave 
you  my  reasons  for  thinking  such  action  futile  if  not  distinctly 
harmful  some  twenty  months  ago,  and  since  then  we  have  sent 
none,  yet  we  have  had  fewer  cases  than  ever  before.  In  no 
single  instance  do  I believe  there  to  have  been  a spread  from 
any  case  after  it  had  been  reported,  though  there  have  been  as 
many  as  8,  9,  and  10  inmates  of  the  houses  where  it  appeared. 
How  different  our  experience  was  when  cases  returned  from 
the  Hospital  you  will  remember.” 

Dr.  Niven  in  his  leport  on  the  Health  of  Manchester  for 
1904  (page  62),  states  : — “Placing  the  totals  of  lines  B.  & C. 
in  apposition  with  the  subsequent  cases  occurring  in  houses 
after  the  return  home  of  cases  from  Hospital,  the  great 
augmentation  of  the  infective  influence  by  the  return  of  these 
cases  is  apparent.”  (Page  69.)  “These  results  point  to  a 
smaller  spread  of  infection  in  the  household  from  cases  nursed 
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at  home,  compared  with  cases  sent  to  Hospital.  One  is 
inclined  to  believe  that  where  a child  can  have  a comfortable 
room  for  its  isolation,  and  its  parents  are  intelligent,  then  it  is 
best  to  have  it  nursed  at  home.” 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Salford  Division  of  the  British 
Medical  Association,  the  question  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
occurring  on  the  return  from  hospital  in  Salford  was  discussed. 
Dr.  Mullen,  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Ladywell  Sana- 
torium, Salford,  said  that  since  desquamation  had  been 
neglected  at  the  Sanatorium  as  a factor  of  infection,  and  since 
more  careful  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  condition  of  the 
throat,  nose  and  ears,  the  percentage  of  return  cases  had  been 
less  than  formerly  when  patients  were  simply  isolated  till 
peeling  of  the  skin  had  ceased. 

In  the  Medical  Guild  Quarterly , for  March,  1906,  is 
published  a letter  from  Dr.  Tattersall,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  Salford,  in  reply  to  correspondence  on  the  subjeet 
from  the  Salford  Division  of  the  British  Medical  Association, 
in  which  he  states  “ In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  and 
the  expressed  opinion  of  the  medical  staff  of  this  department, 
practitioners  will  be  quite  safe  from  any  risk  of  procedure  by 
this  department  if  they  ignore  desquamation  as  a factor  of 
infectivity  in  Scarlet  Fever.” 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  Medical  Officers  of  large  and  im- 
portant towns  now  holding  the  same  opinions  which  your 
Medical  Officer  expressed  to  your  Council  more  than  a dozen 
years  ago,  resulting  from  the  experience  of  the  disease  in  this 
district ; further,  the  Council,  basing  their  action  of  hospital 
isolation  on  the  statistics,  experience,  and  advice  placed  at 
their  disposal,  have  saved  their  township  a sum  exceeding  the 
figure  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds  in  the  period,  at  the  same 
time  keeping  a lower  death  rate  and  a lower  infective  rate  from 
the  disease  as  compared  with  similar  districts  removing  a large 
percentage  of  their  cases. 

Much  credit  and  the  thanks  of  the  nation  are  due  chiefly 
to  Dr.  Marriott,  of  Nottingham ; Dr.  C.  Killick  Millard, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Leicester  ; and  Dr.  Mearns  Fraser, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Portsmouth  ; for  so  strenuously  up- 
holding against  much  prejudice  and  opposition  the  more  recent 
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views  respecting  Scarlet  Fever  as  opposed  to  the  hospital 
treatment  of  the  disease. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — There  were  six 
deaths  from  Diphtheria  and  four  from  Membranous  Croup,  the 
previous  year  there  was  but  one  death  from  these  diseases. 

The  following  are  the  death  rates  from  these  diseases  : — 

1905.0- 22;  1904,  0-03  ; - 1903,  0T7  ; 1902,0-14;  1901,0-11; 
1900,  0-10  ; 1899,  0-08  ; 1898,  0-0  ; 1897,  0-08  ; 1896,  0 36  ; 
1895,  0 05  ; the  average  of  ten  years  (1895  to  1904)  being  0T1. 

The  average  death-rate  per  1,000  persons  living  for  five 
years  (1899  to  1903)  for  England  and  Wales  was  0 25 ; 76 
great  towns  0-30 ; London  0-30 ; Manchester  0-2l  ; 142 

smaller  towns  0-25  ; Rural  districts  0-21  ; Gorton,  0-12. 

During  the  year  27  cases  were  notified  (19  the  previous 
year).  Of  these  22  were  Diphtheria  and  5 Membranous  Croup. 
The  case  fatality  was  22  per  cent. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  for  each  1,000  inhabitants 
was  1905,  0-87  ; 1904,0-61;  1903,0-66;  1902,0-47;  1901,0-6; 

1900.0- 27;  1899,0-15;  1898,0  33;  1897,0  34;  1896,1-6; 
1895,  1*0  ; the  average  of  ten  years  being  0‘60. 

The  average  attack-rate  per  1,000  persons  living  for  five 
years  (1899  to  1903)  was  for  12  large  towns  1-67  ; Manchester 
0 76  ; Gorton  0-43. 

Whooping  Cough  caused  12  deaths  (males  6,  females  6), 
all  under  five  years  of  age.  Five  of  the  deaths  were  in  St. 
James’  Ward,  two  in  Town  Hall  Ward,  and  five  in  Abbey  Hey 
Ward. 

The  death-rate  from  this  disease  for  1905  was  0-38 ; 

1904.0- 30;  1903,0-21;  1902,0-36;  1901,0-29;  1900,0-55; 
1899,  1-19;  1898,  0-29;  1897,0-60;  1896,0-81;  1895,0-16; 
the  average  of  ten  years  (1895  to  1904)  being  0 47. 

The  average  death-rate  per  1,000  persons  living  for  five 
years  (1899  to  1903)  was  England  and  Wales,  0-30;  76  large 
towns,  0-38  ; London  0-38  ; Manchester  0-47  ; 142  smaller 
towns  0'29  ; Rural  districts  0-24  ; Gorton  0-52. 

Phthisis  (Consumption). — There  were  36  deaths  during 
1905;  1904,43;  1903,42;  1902,30;  1901,36;  1900,30. 
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Of  the  deaths  20  were  males  and  16  females.  31  out  of 
the  36  were  in  the  prime  of  life,  only  two  being  over  65. 
Seventeen  of  the  deaths  belonged  to  St.  James’  Ward,  twelve 
Town  Hall  Ward,  seven  Abbey  Hey  Ward.  20  per  cent,  of 
the  cases  died  in  the  Workhouse  Hospital 

The  death-rate  from  this  disease  for  1905  was  l’l  6 ; 1904, 
1-43;  1903,1-47;  1902,1-09;  1901,1-30;  1900,1-03;  1899, 
1-3;  1898,1-2;  1897,  IT;  1896,1-3;  1895,  1-3. 

The  average  death-rate  from  this  disease  for  ten  years 
(1894  to  1903)  for  the  County  was  IT  ; Gorton  1*38. 

From  other  tubercular  diseases  there  were  26  deaths  21 
being  under  five  years  of  age. 

Deaths  from  Phthisis  and  other  tubercular  diseases  formed 
10"8  per  cent,  of  the  total  death. 

Respiratory  Diseases  caused  128  deaths.  Bronchitis 
86,  Pneumonia  35,  other  respiratory  diseases  7.  In  St.  James’ 
Ward  there  were  52  deaths,  Town  Hall  Ward  47,  Abbey  Hey 
Ward  29. 

Eleven  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  Withington  Workhouse 
Hospital.  52  of  the  deaths  were  in  children  under  5 years  of 
age. 

The  deaths  from  these  diseases  formed  22-2  per  cent,  of 
the  total  deaths  from  all  causes. 

Mortality  from  Respiratory  Diseases. 


1904 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

Av’ge. 
of  5 
years. 

County 

2-88 

2-60 

2-90 

2-90 

3-43 

2-94 

96  Urban  Districts 

2-94 

2-80 

3-04 

2-98 

3-53 

3-06 

Gorton 

4-13 

3-85 

3-70 

4-10 

4-14 

3-98 

From  other  diseases  there  were — Cancer,  18  (females  11)  ; 
Alcoholism  and  Cirrhosis  of  Liver,  6 ; Premature  Births,  30  ; 
Heart  Diseases,  37  ; Accidents,  12;  Diseases  of  the  iNervous 
System,  46  ; Wasting  Diseases,  27  ; Old  Age,  29  ; Convulsions, 
19  ; Diseases  of  Kidney,  8.  Total  deaths,  575. 
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Diarrhoea  caused  32  deaths  (the  previous  year  40),  28 
being  under  1 year  of  age  and  4 between  1 and  5. 

In  St.  James’  Ward  there  were  16  deaths;  Town  Hall 
Ward,  12  ; Abbey  Hey  Ward,  4. 

The  death-rate  from  this  disease  equalled  1905,  1-03  ; 
1904,  1 33;  1903,  1-57;  1902,  0-72;  1901,  2-85  ; 1900,  2-34; 
the  average  of  5 years  (1900  to  1904)  being  1-76. 

Diarrhoea  Mortality. 


1904 

Avr’ge 

of 

5 years 

1903 

1902 

* 

1901 

1900 

1899 

England  and  Wales. . 

0-86 

0-69 

0-50 

0-38 

0-91 

0-69 

0-98 

County  of  Lancaster . . 

0-66 

0-65 

0-40 

0-28 

0-95 

0-60 

1-05 

96  Urban  Districts  . . 

0-69 

0-70 

0-42 

0-30 

1-01 

0-65 

1-12 

76  large  English  towns 

1-20 

0-92 

0-71 

0-54 

1-23 

0-94 

1-21 

London  

1-04 

0-74 

0-64 

0-54 

0-89 

0-87 

0-78 

Manchester  

1-36 

1-37 

0-91 

0-54 

1-86 

1-62 

2-05 

142  smaller  towns. . . . 

0-90 

0-78 

0-43 

0-35 

1-09 

0-81 

1.22 

Ardwick 

1-41 

1-52 

0-94 

0-52 

1-91 

2-01 

2-23 

Openshaw  

1*81 

1-38 

0-93 

0-62 

1-75 

1-79 

1-81 

West  Gorton 

1-72 

1-91 

1-19 

0-84 

2-17 

2-37 

3-01 

Gorton  

1-33 

2-03 

1-57 

0-72 

2-85 

2-34 

2-70 

Summer  Diarrhoea  and  its  influence  on  the 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  effects  of  Summer  Diarrhoea  upon  the  death-rate  of 
Infants  is  best  shown  by  the  following  table: — 


1905 

Av’ge. 

of 

5 years 

1904 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

Deaths  fromDiarrhoea 

32 

57 

40 

45 

30 

92 

78 

Infantile  Mortality  in- 
cluding deaths  from 
Diarrhoea 

170 

192 

199 

200 

152 

205 

207 

Infantile  Mortality  ex- 
cluding deaths  from 
Diarrhsea 

139 

134 

162 

154 

125 

101 

127 

14 


Typhoid  Fever. — 102  cases  were  reported  during  1905 
as  compared  with  1904,  35  ; 1903,43;  1902,33;  1901,84; 

1900,61;  1899,48;  1898,79;  1897,78;  1896,25;  1895,53. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  17,  twenty-eight  of  the  cases 
were  removed  to  the  Fever  Hospital,  of  which  six  died. 

The  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases  notified  for  1905  was 
16-6;  1904,14-2;  1903,18  6;  1902,18-1;  1901,9-5;  1900, 
16-4;  1899,  18-7;  1898,22-7;  1897,12-8;  1896,12-0;  1895, 
11 '3  ; the  average  of  ten  years  (1895  to  1904)  being  15-43. 

For  the  County,  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  cases  for  1904 
was  18-6;  1903,18-6;  1902,16-9;  1901,17-1;  1900,17-8. 

Manchester— 1904,  18-8;  1903,  23-8;  1902,  16-9;  1901 
19-8;  1900,18-0;  1899,18-1. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  1905  corresponds  to 
3 2 per  1000  of  inhabitants  as  compared  with  1904,  FI  ; 1903 
1-5;  1902,  1-2;  1901,3-1;  1900,2.1;  1899,1.9;  1898,  3 3 i 
1897,3  3 ; 1896,1  1;  1895,2  7. 

The  average  of  five  years  (1899  to  1903)  for  twelve  large 
towns  was  1-16  ; Manchester  0-69  ; Gorton  1 -96. 

In  St.  James’ Ward  there  were  34  cases;  Town  Hall 
Ward  5-4  ; Abbey  Hey  Ward  14. 

The  death-rate  from  this  disease  for  1905  was  0"54  - 1904 
016;  1903,0-27;  1902,0-20;  1901,0-30;  1900,0.34;  1899,’ 
0-35;  1898,0-7 5. 

The  death-rate  for  the  County  for  1904  was  012  ; England 
and  W ales,  0-09  ; 76  large  English  towns  0T0  ; London  0 06; 
Dublin  0-19  ; Manchester  0-12  ; Gorton  0-16. 


Typhoid  Fever  Mortality. 


1904 

Avr’ge 

of 

5 years 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

England  and  Wales. . 

0-09 

0-15 

o-io 

0-13 

0-16 

0-16 

0-20 

76  large  English  towns 

o-io 

0-17 

0-12 

0-15 

0-17 

0-20 

0-22 

County  of  Lancaster. . 

0-12 

0-19 

0-15 

0-16 

0-20 

0-20 

0-24 

London  

006 

0-13 

009 

0-13 

0-12 

017 

0-18 

Manchester  

0-12 

014 

017 

012 

014 

014 

013 

Gorton  

0-16 

029 

0-27 

020 

0-30 

0-34 

0-35 
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It  will  be  observed  from  the  number  of  cases  occurring  of 
Typhoid  Fever  that  this  disease  was  unusually  prevalent 
during  1905. 

The  following  table  shows  that  the  months  during  which 
it  was  epidemic  : — 

1905.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Total  102  % 3 ...  2 4 4 ¥}  48  4#  *0 

^ 1 0 df  ICj,  Uq  VO  T 

were  August,  September  and  October.  Diarrhoea  was  very 

prevalent  in  July  and  August,  19  deaths  occurring  from  it. 
Cold,  wet  weather  set  in  during  the  latter  month,  which  brought 
it  to  an  end,  and  the  flies,  which  up  to  the  commencement  of 
the  change  of  weather  had  been  very  numerous  practically 
ceased.  Cases  of  Typhoid  also  should  have  ceased  or  nearly 
ceased  by  the  middle  or  third  week  in  September  if  due  to 
conditions  within  the  district  itself.  As  the  cases  continued 
the  milk  supply  of  the  district  was  carefully  enquired  into  but 
no  very  definite  conclusions  could  be  arrived  at  as  to  that 
being  the  cause.  The  addresses  of  the  farmers  supplying  milk 
to  the  dealers  in  the  district  w^ere  obtained  and  the  various 
farms  in  Derbyshire  and  Cheshire  visited  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Health  Committee,  the  Inspector  and  myself.  The 
various  farmers  were  notified  at  once  by  the  milk  dealers  that 
the  addresses  of  their  farms  had  been  taken,  and  no  doubt  a 
good  deal  of  cleaning  and  various  alterations  effected  before  our 
arrival.  This  fact  is  significant  however,  allowing  fourteen 
days  to  elapse  from  the  date  of  taking  the  addresses  of  the 
farmfers  for  the  incubation  of  the  disease  in  those  infected  by  it 
up  to  that  date,  the  number  of  notifications  of  the  disease 
suddenly  diminished.  The  disease  should  have  ceased  in  my 
opinion  by  the  middle  of  September,  if  due  to  conditions 
prevailing  within  the  district,  namely,  the  presence  of  privy 
middens  and  flies  breeding  within  them.  For  the  four  weeks 
ending  October  21st,  there  were  40  cases  notified,  for  the  week 
ending  October  28th,  there  was  a sudden  fall  to  one,  the  four- 
teen days  having  elapsed  from  the  taking  of  the  addresses  of 
the  farmers,  and  for  the  remaining  three  weeks  there  were 
eight  cases,  a total  of  nine  cases  in  four  weeks  as  compared 
with  40  the  previous  four  weeks.  The  conditions  within  the 
township  remained  exactly  the  same  as  far  as  could  be 
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ascertained,  such  as  the  weather,  the  temperature,  the  number 
of  dies,  etc.,  and  the  sudden  fall  of  the  number  of  cases  may 
ba\e  been  a coincidence  only  as  regards  the  farmers,  but  the 
water  supply  to  some  of  the  farms  in  Cheshire  was  of  such  a 
character  that  specimens  of  them  and  a sample  of  milk  were 
sent  to  Professor  Del4pine,  of  Victoria  University,  for  examina- 
tion regarding  sewage  pollution  and  the  presence  of  Typhoid 
germs. 

The  report  of  the  examination  states  “ In  the  samples  of 
pond  water  examined  there  is  ample  evidence  of  foecal  pollution; 
the  sample  of  pump  water  did  not  contain  evidence  of  recent 
foecal  pollution  , in  the  sample  of  milk  examined  no  typhoid 
bacilli  or  bacillus  coli  communis  could  be  detected.” 

Professor  Delepine  remarks  “ the  fact,  however,  that  one 
sample  is  free  from  these  bacilli,  is  no  guarantee  of  safety,  and 
in  the  event  of  the  milk  coming  from  one  of  the  farms  where 
theie  is  water  as  impure  as  that  which  we  have  examined 
lately,  there  is  always  a chance  of  pollution  of  the  milk  at  any 
time  if  the  wrater  is  used  to  wash  cans,  &c.” 

Isolation  Hospitals. — 33  cases  were  removed  to  Isolation 
Hospitals  (situated  outside  the  district)  in  consequence  of  in- 
sufficient accommodation  for  isolation  at  home.  The  cases 
removed  were  Scarlet  Fever,  4;  Erysipelas,  1;  Typhoid 
Fever,  28. 


The  accompanying  table  shows  the  number  of  patients 
sent  to  the  Fever  Hospitals,  and  the  cost. 


£ s.  d. 


1905, 

33  patients  cost 

442 

0 

o, 

1904, 

32 

99 

y y 

482 

17 

0, 

1903, 

50 

99 

y y 

499 

13 

1, 

1902, 

16 

) * 

> 5 

170 

2 

6, 

1901, 

22 

99 

) ) 

276 

6 

6, 

1900, 

24 

n 

) ) 

390 

19 

o, 

1899, 

16 

>> 

y y 

275 

15 

o, 

1898, 

40 

y > 

y y 

313 

8 

o, 

1897, 

32 

y y 

y y 

284 

2 

8, 

1896, 

24 

y > 

y f 

232 

5 

o, 

1895, 

39 

n 

y y 

214 

1 

9, 

1894, 

32 

)) 

9) 

221 

0 

9, 

£ s.  d. 

average  13  8 0 per  patient. 
„ 15  1 9 

„ 9 19  10 

„ 10  12  7 

„ 12  11  2 

>>  15  0 9 ,, 

„ 17  4 8 

7 16  8 
” 8 17  7 

„ 9 13  6 

» 5 10  0 

„ 6 18  0 
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Smallpox  Hospital. — Two  cases  were  received  into  the 
Hospital,  which  was  open  during  two  months  of  1905,  as  com- 
pared with  nine  months  of  1904  (13  cases)  and  six  months  of 
1903  (11  cases). 

The  Destructor  situated  at  the  Sewage  Works  was 
formally  opened  in  March,  1905,  and  has  continued  in  use. 

The  quantity  of  night-soil,  ashpit  refuse,  and  street 
sweepings  dealt  with  exceeds  300  tons  per  week. 

The  Sewage  Works  continue  to  be  enlarged  to  cope 
with  the  increased  quantity  of  sewage  resulting  from  thegrowth 
of  the  towmship.  More  than  one  million  gallons  per  day  are 
dealt  wTith  at  present.  The  works  cover  an  area  of  about  94 
acres,  and  consist  the  necessary  buildings,  machinery,  six 
circular  tanks,  two  sludge  presses,  two  catch  pits,  two  detritus 
tanks,  four  cinder  roughing  filters,  three  sand  and  polarite 
filters,  three  precipitating  tanks  and  four  cinder  filters. 

Cemetery. — The  Cemetery  is  provided  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Public  Health  (Interments)  Act,  1879.  Cost, 
wThen  completed,  about  £22,309.  Opened  July  26th,  1900. 
Area,  24  acres,  4 roods,  33  perches.  Number  of  interments 
since  the  opening  to  end  of  December,  1905,  2,776. 

The  Mortuary,  situated  on  the  Council  premises,  has 
been  altered  during  the  year,  and  made  much  more  suitable 
for  post  mortem  examinations  and  also  for  the  convenience  of 
the  public. 

A.  W.  MARTIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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St.  James’s  Ward. 


Town  Hall  Ward. 


Abbey  Hey  Ward. 


j 

Total  Deaths. 

Death  Rate. 

Death-rate  from  the  seven 
principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

Infectious  sickness,  rate 
per  1,000  of  population. 

Total  Deaths. 

Death  Rate. 

Death-rate  from  the  seven 
principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

Infectious  sickness,  rate 
per  1,000  of  population.  J 

Total  Deaths, 

Death  Rate 

Death-rate  from  the  seven 

principal  ZvmoticDiseases 

Infectious  sickness,  rate 
per  1,000  of  population. 

1905 

241 

18*7 

2-8 

8-7 

191 

18-4 

28 

6 4 j 

143 

18-3 

3-6 

90 

1904 

244 

191 

20 

68 

193 

18-8 

25 

7-3 

141 

18  8 

21 

8-5 

1903 

223 

18*9 

3-2 

8-4 

206 

211 

3-1 

9 3 

111 

15-9 

1-2 

49 

1902 

241 

21-0 

2-9 

5-8 

188 

19  8 

2-4 

5-7 

95 

14-3 

2-7 

9-8 

1901 

235 

20-8 

3-8 

7-28 

204 

22  0 

4-4 

8-6 

110 

16-9 

3-4 

no 

1900 

221 

18-0 

4-5 

57 

181 

17-8 

41 

7-5 

98 

14-8 

2-4 

4-8 

1899 

189 

17-1 

4-6 

53 

151 

16-5 

4-3 

3-6 

90 

16-7 

41 

4-6 

1898 

185 

16-8 

6-9 

88 

203 

22-9 

6-5 

9 3 

82 

17-2 

3-7 

37 

1897 

169 

16-9 

4-5 

10  7 

156 

18-3 

5-4 

4-5 

71 

15-7 

2-6 

6.6 

1896 

195 

20-2 

41 

74 

164 

19-9 

4-7 

7-5 

1895 

213 

20  3 

36 

10-9 

167 

20-7 

3-8 

5-4 

... 

1894 

153 

15  5 

1-5 

10  0 

122 

15-8 

1-9 

10*0 

1893 

146 

14-5 

1-6 

5-0 

177 

27-4 

62 

8-0 

1892 

160 

1 

164 

3 3 

40 

149 

23  7 

4 6 

5 5 

ndod 
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Zymotic  Rates. 


Death  Rates  from  the 

Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 

1904 

Av’rge 

of 

5 years 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

County  of  Lancaster  

1-93 

1-93 

1-62 

1-51 

2 07 

2-07 

2 37 

96  Urban  Sanitary  Districts 

2 01 

202 

1-70 

1*54 

2 17 

2 18 

2-51 

19  Rural  Sanitary  Districts  

1-37 

1-29 

110 

1-27 

1-38 

1-30 

1-40 

Engla  d and  Wales 

1 94 

1-89 

1-46 

1-64 

205 

2 00 

2-21 

76  large  English  towns  

2 49 

2-15 

1-89 

2*12 

1-46 

250 

2-81 

Gorton  

2-3 

355 

259 

270 

377 

4 00 

4-70 

Denton  

1-62 

1-88 

1-37 

2-17 

1-00 

209 

2-77 

Droylsden 

1-62 

2-40 

095 

2-67 

297 

1 60 

3-81 

Levenshulme  

1 54 

1-27 

0-74 

1-20 

1-45 

0-88 

2-09 

Middleton 

2-18 

1-36 

0-91 

1 31 

1-39 

1 23 

1-96 

Swinton  and  Pendlebury  

4-96 

3 29 

1-67 

3 45 

399 

4-21 

3-14 

Ashton-under-Lyne 

1-77 

1-98 

2-71 

1-48 

1-86 

1-93 

1-95 

Zymotic  Rates. 


Average  of  Five  Years 
1899  to  1903. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Typhoid. 

Diarrhoea. 

England  and  Wales  .... 

0-32 

013 

025 

0 30 

0-15 

0-69 

London 

0*45 

010 

030 

0-38 

013 

0-74 

Manchester 

0-66 

019 

0 21 

0-47 

0-14 

1-37 

76  large  English  towns  . . 

0-43 

015 

030 

0-38 

0-17 

0-92 

142  smaller  towns 

0-34 

0-13 

025 

0-29 

• • 

0-78 

Gorton 

0-46 

012 

012 

052 

0-29 

203 

Infectious  Diseases  Reported. 
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22 


Estimated 

Population. 


Small  Pox 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  & Membranous 

Croup 

Croup  

Whooping  Cough  

Typhoid  Fever 

Epidemic  Influenza 

Diarrhoea  

Enteritis  

Puerperal  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases  

Rheumatic  Fever  

Consumption  

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 
Cancer  and  other  Malig- 
nant Diseases  

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  the 

Respiratory  Organs  

Alcoholism  

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

Premature  Birth 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 

Child  Birth  

Heart  Disease 

Accidents  

Suicides 

All  other  causes  

Total  Deaths 

Deaths  under  five  years  . . 
Deaths  over  five  years  .... 

Death  Rate  

Death-rate  from  the  seven 
principal  Zymotic  diseases 

Infantile  Mortality 

Births 

Birth  Rate 


1905 

1903 

190: 

3 1902 

rH 

| 

8 

iC 

oo 

8 

to 

t- 

CO 

<M 

2 

23 

9 

6 

27 

1 

5 

2 

8 

10 

1 

5 

4 

1 

1 

3 

3 

12 

9 

6 

10 

17 

5 

8 

6 

. . 

5 

3 

3 

32 

40 

45 

20 

5 

4 

20 

10 

2 

. . 

, . 

1 

1 

2 

, , 

1 

i 

2 

, . 

1 

1 

36 

43 

42 

30 

26 

33 

19 

30 

18 

15 

13 

15 

86 

96 

69 

74 

35 

28 

38 

29 

2 

•• 

5 

8 

3 

20 

6 

5 

11 

8 

30 

28 

30 

14 

4 

2 

6 

4 

37 

33 

47 

31 

12 

13 

9 

18 

. 2 

6 

1 

6 

169 

188 

L49 

152 

575 

578 

540 

524  f 

261 

276 

276 

250  5 

314 

302 

264 

274  2 

18-5 

1926 

L8-9 

19'05  2 

3-0 

2-3 

2-5 

2-7 

170 

199 

200 

152  2 

1046 

1080 

976 

1072  8 

33-7 

36-0 

. 

34-2 

38-9  3 

1901 


c- 

CM 


1900 


o 

CM 


1899 


o 

o 

to 

1C 

CM 


5 

1 

3 

4 
8 
8 

4 

77 

15 

1 

3 

3 

36 

34 

15 

49 

42 

2 

19 

11 

27 

5 

25 

13 

1 


3-7 


15 

4 

3 

1 

16 
10 

5 

68 

10 


2 

30 

42 

14 

51.. 

37.. 

1. . 

41 

13 

21 

5 

2a 

16 

2 

108 

541 

279 

262 

20-7 

4-0 

207 

998 

38-3 


11 

3 

1 

1 

26 

9 

7 

71 


1898 


o 

o 

o 

CM 


35 


100 


23 

10 


16 

2 


1 
7 
18 

2 

109 


1897  1896 


CO 

CM 


29 


78 


28 

6 

2 

0 

14 

10 

10 

46 


27 


8 

o 

CM 

CM 


1895 


ic 

oo 


30 

7 

8 
2 

18 

3 

3 

20 


6 

3 

1 

3 

3 

6 

6 

51 


1894 


c~ 

CM 

to 

c~ 
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86  107 


197 

498 

256 

242 

19-5 

4-7 

202 

886 

34-7 


31 

16 


185 

499 

291 

208 

21T 

6-4 

243 

856 

37‘2 


17 

9 


174 

435 


20 

6 


182 

438 


229  242 
206  I 196 
19-0  19  9 


4-5 

201 

740 

32T 


4-0 

198 

739 

33-6 


27 


8 

3 

4 
2 
8 

5 

6 
1 


23 


84 


68 


21 

13 


173 

398 

205 

193 

21-5 

3-9 

212 

678 

36-6 


15 

4 


140 

287 

122 

165 

16-3 

1*7 

124 

596 

34-0 


189J 


5 

5 

3 

2 

6 
5 

10 

33 


21 


69 


16 

7 


151 

336 

163 

173 

20-8 

3-4 

187 

570 

34-5 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  DEPARTMENT 

FOR  THE 

Year  ending  December,  1905. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Gorton  Urban 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I herewith  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following 
summary  of  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Department  during  the 
year  1905. 


The  following  inspections  have  been  made 


Schools  

37 

Bakehouses  

77 

Dwelling  houses  

1688 

Infected  houses  

340 

,,  revisited 

...  ...  97 

Milkshops  

336 

Outworkers  

245 

Laundries  

17 

Factories 

30 

Workshops  

68 

Offensive  trades  

37 

Tripe  works  

8 

Rag  and  bone  vendors  ... 

39 

Fish  and  chip  shops 

90 

Smoke  observations 

64 

Gut  cleaners  

9 

Overcrowded  houses 

17 

Soap  works  

• • • • • • ••• 

10 

Slaughter  houses  

• ••  •••  • • • 

• . • 

5 

24 


Dirty  houses 

24 

Chemical  works  

7 

Passsages 

..591 

Farms  

16 

Ice  Cream  Shops  

14 

Refreshment  houses  

78 

Tanneries 

7 

Yard  drains  

29 

Night  visits  

48 

As  the  result  of  one  of  the  above  inspections,  it  was  found 
that  a house  for  years  had  no  closet  accommodation.  This 
has  since  been  remedied  by  fixing  a watercloset. 

New  Houses. — The  following  list  shews  the  number  of 
new  houses  built  each  year  for  the  past  four  years  : — 

1905  1904  1903  1902 

391  362  402  187 

legal  Notices. — During  the  year  166  notices  were  issued 
on  the  owners,  agents,  and  tenants,  for  sanitary  defects  and 
nuisances,  and  32  secondary  notices. 

Details  of  nuisances,  etc.,  remedied  during  the  year 
without  notice : — 


Ashbins  provided 

18 

Fowls  removed  

9 

Overcrowding 

11 

Yards  cleansed  

16 

Rainwater  spouts  repaired 

46 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  

19 

Yard  drains  repaired  

50 

,,  surfaces  repaired 

25 

Passage  drains  repaired  

19 

,,  surfaces  repaired  

16 

,,  grids  provided 

49 

Water  closets  repaired 

16 

Middens  converted  to  water  closets 

30 

Cellars  repaired  

11 

Yard  drains  relaid 

42 

Midden  doors  provided  

...  ...  25 

25 

Yard  doors  provided  

Works’  drains 

Extra  water  closets  provided 

Urinals  

Ashbins  repaired 

Middens  drained  and  repaired  ... 

Nuisances  remedied  by  notice  : — - 

Midden  roofs  repaired 

Middens  converted  to  water  closets 

Urinals  provided  

Middens  drained  

Midden  doors  provided  

Yard  doors  repaired  or  renewed... 

Yard  surfaces  repaired 

Public  house  private  yards  repaired 

Drains  diverted  from  brook 

Cellar  floors  relaid 

Cellar  drains  relaid  

Water  closet  cisterns  repaired  ... 

Water  closets  repaired 

Dirty  houses 

Passage  surfaces  repaired  

,,  drains  opened  

,,  grids  provided 

Ashbins  provided 

,,  repaired  

Rainwater  pipes  renewed  

„ ,,  repaired  

Eaves  gutters  provided 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  

Yard  drains  opened  

,,  ,,  relaid 

Water  closet  drains  opened 

New  passage  drains  provided 

Sumpholes  discarded  

Works’  drains  polluting  railway... 

,,  „ repaired 


28 

5 

24 

1 

73 

41 

10 

27 
2 

79 

153 

19 

28 

3 

14 
8 

10 

13 

8 

4 

35 

29 

46 

29 

15 
43 
31 

9 

17 

16 

42 
4 
3 
2 
3 

10 
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Private  manholes  provided  for  works  7 

Overcrowded  houses  2 

House  roofs  repaired  14 

Dangerous  yard  walls 27 

Stables  drained  5 

Farms  ,,  3 

Shippons  ventilated  and  lighted  3 

Passage  surfaces  cindered  10 

Private  streets  cindered  6 

Ventshafts  provided  7 

Fowl  sheds  removed  5 

Pigcotes  removed 9 

Pigcote  floors  concreted  7 

Offensive  matter  removed  2 

Kitchen  floors  repaired 3 


Infectious  Diseases. — Total  number  of  cases  dealt  with 
during  the  year  : — 


Jan. 

Feb. 

U 

c3 

krH 

& 

n, 

< 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

o 

o 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1905.  1904. 
Totals. 

Smallpox  

1 1 

2 

13 

Diphtheria  

3 ? 

1 

— 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

4 

4 

1 

22 

17 

Memb.  Croup  ... 

2 1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

2 

Erysipelas  

2 1 

— 

1 

5 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

25 

19 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

6 4 

12 

1 

5 

G 

14 

5 

9 

26 

5 

7 

100 

140 

Enteric  or  Typh. 

3 3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

4 

19 

41 

20 

7 

— 

100 

34 

Continued  Fever 

0 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

- 1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

Total 

17  12 

13 

4 

15 

12 

25 

26 

52 

52 

19 

11 

258 

228 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  during  1905  : — 

Withington,  32  ; Gorton,  2;  Stockport,  1.  Total,  35. 
Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  during  1904  : — 

Withington,  32  ; Gorton,  13  ; Stockport,  0.  Total,  45. 
The  remainder  of  the  cases  weve  nursed  at  home.  Cases 
not  removed  to  hospital  are  kept  under  observation  until  the 
patient  recovers,  when  a certificate  is  issued  and  signed  by  the 
Doctor  attending,  stating  the  case  has  recovered.  The  houses 
are  disinfected,  and  are  then  free  from  infection. 

This  has  necessitated  the  issuing  of  the  certificates,  viz. : — 
Notices  to  the  various  schools,  141 ; and  258  Certificates  of 
Freedom. 

Total  Number  of  cases  dealt  with  per  month  for  each 
W ard  for  the  year  : — 
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January. 

February 

March. 

S.  Town  Abbey 

S.  Town  Abbey 

S.  Town  Abbey 

James’  Hall  Hey 

James’  Hall  Hey 

James’  Hall  Hey 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

• • • • • • • 

1 

...  ...  ...  j 

Smallpox  

1 

1 



Diphtheria  

3 

1 

1 

Memb.  Troup  

1 1 

1 



Erysipelas 

1 ...  1 

1 



Scarlet  Fever  

6 

2 ...  2 

3 9 

Typhoid  or  Enteric 

1 2 

1 ...  2 



Total 

13  3 1 

5 0 7 

3 10  0 

April. 

May. 

June. 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

2 

1 

Smallpox  

• • . • • • • • • 





Diphtheria  



1 ...  1 

1 ...  1 

Memb.  ('roup  

...  ...  • • • 



1 

Erysipelas 

1 

3 ...  2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

2 ...  3 

3 ...  3 

Typhoid  or  Enteric 

1 ...  1 

1 



Total  

2 0 2 

7 0 8 

8 0 4 

July. 

August. 

September. 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

... 

Smallpox  







Diphtheria  

2 2 



...  ...  . » • 

Memb.  Croup  

... 



Erysipelas 

Ill 

2 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  

0 ...  8 

3 11 

5 3 1 

Typhoid  or  Enteric 

2 11 

G 10  3 

13  22  6 

Total  

9 4 12 

11  11  4 

18  25  9 

October. 

November. 

December. 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

...  ... 

...  . . • ... 

...  ...  ... 

Smallpox  

... 



...  ... 

Diphtheria  

4 

4 

1 

Memb.  Croup  

1 

...  • • • ... 



Erysipelas 

1 

Ill 

Ill 

Scarlet  Fever  

13  2 11 

3 11 

1 6 

Typhoid  b r Enteric 

7 13 

14  2 



Total  

24  15  13 

9 6 4 

2 2 7 

28 

The  total  number  of  ca^  es  during  the  past  3 years  have 
been 1904  1903  1902 

228  225  186 

The  Hospital  opened  on  the  25th  of  January  ; a second  case 
on  the  3rd  of  February,  and  was  closed  on  the  23rd  of 
March.  All  contacts  of  Smallpox  were  re-vaccinated. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  Medical  notification  of  an  infectious 
disease  and  the  necessary  particulars  obtained  from  the 
infected  houses,  notice  is  at  once  sent  to  the  school  where  the 
patient  or  other  members  of  the  family  attend.  By  this 
system  the  Master  and  Mistress  of  the  school  are  enabled  to 
detect  any  other  child  which  may  be  suffering  from  a mild  and 
previously  unnoticed  attack. 

Disinfection. — The  number  of  houses  disinfected  during 
the  year  have  been  211  houses  and  339  rooms,  together  with  the 
bedding  and  clothing,  after  recovery  or  removal  of  patients, 
and  10  dirty  houses  disinfected,  also  two  schools.  In  the 
houses  wheie  Smallpox  occurred  the  walls  were  stripped  and 
washed. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops’  Order. — During 
the  year  the  cowsheds  and  farms  have  been  visited  under  the 
above  order. 

The  limewashing  of  the  cowsheds  and  shippons  in  May 
and  October  by  the  occupiers  has  received  attention.  Any 
cowkeeper  not  complying  with  this  clause  is  liable  to  a penalty 
of  £5.  The  limewashing  should  be  done  at  least  twice  a year. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  cowsheds  is  not  satisfactory, 
but  a marked  improvement  has  been  made  during  the  present 
year. 

One  farm  has  been  entirely  drained  and  proper  connec- 
tions to  the  sewer  made,  and  the  pollution  to  the  brook 
stopped.  Another  had  the  middens  adjoining  the  milkhouse 
removed  and  converted  to  water  closets.  A third  had  the 
floors  of  the  pigstyes  and  cotes  concreted.  Another  partly 
drained  and  pollution  to  the  railway  embankment  surface 
water  drain  stopped  and  proper  connection  made  to  the  sewer. 

A fifth  farm  on  notice  being  served  the  shippons  only 
have  been  better  lighted  and  ventilated.  The  latter  farm  is 
very  insanitary,  and  requires  entire  reconstruction.  The 
sewage  drains  from  the  stables,  &c.,  on  to  the  field  and  then  to 
the  cattlepond. 

There  are  295  registered  milksbops  in  the  district,  and 
periodical  inspections  have  been  made  ; any  breach  of  regula- 
tions w7as  pointed  out  to  the  occupier  to  rectify. 

Slaughterhouses. — These  have  been  visited  in  order  to 
ensure  the  continued  requisite  cleanliness  and  systematic 
removal  of  the  refuse.  In  one  instance  legal  notice  was 
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served  for  alterations  in  regard  to  the  flooring  and  drainage* 
which  was  complied  with. 


Total 

Tonnage  to 
Destructor 

q>  O H (M  tN  O tM  H CO 

. 05  L-  00  CO  hH  CD  CM 

O . t : T—l  H rl  rH 

• t-  CO  ic  t-  CO  03  t>  05 

H xo  -m  xo  t--  oo  ^ cm 

CO  O H H H T#  1>  t' 

3744  8 3 

1 

1 

Night 

Weights 

O CO  CO  CM  CO 

rH  O L-  -<H  xo 

o : : : : rH  1-1  : : : 

• • • • • • • 

L"  CC  "M  rH  00 

C_l  O O 05  00  CO 

^ XO  XO  CM  *0  xo 

2430  2 3 

Day  ' 
Weights 

O (M(M(MOCOCOO 

. XO  CO  00  CO  1>  CO  H t> 

q : : : : h h h h h h 

• • • • 

O Mi  io  l>  CO  CD  O 

Cj  tH  -M  -M  XO  t-  05  CO  05 

tH  rH  rH  i — 1 i — i rH  i — 1 rH 

1314  6 0 

Total  No.  of 
Loads  to 

Tip 

O O CO  05 

o cm  05  co  : : : : ; 

CC  o o 

tH 

2555 

8S61 

Loads  of 
Snow 

26 

to  Sur. 
1905 

26 

320 

Loads  of 
Street 
Sweepings 

99 

123 

149 

39 

Passed 

jA.pl-  1, 

410 

870 

Total  Loads 
to 

Destructor 

242 

727 

897 

646 

664 

1444 

725 

883 

563 

6791 

Nil 

Loads  of 
Shop 
Refuse 

CO  CO  t>  03  O COCO  XO  rH  CO  CM 

CO  CO  CO  CM  CO  CM  CO  t-  CM  CO  -M 

395 

373 

Loads  of 
Nightsoil 

CM  'Mi  tH  GO  t—  OH  C5  rHOCO  1 rH  rH 

rf  CD  O 05  CD  CM  CO  CO  OlOO  1 XO  CO 

L"  CO  05  CO  00  COCO  CO  L~  00  t-  1 05  CO 

rH  I CO  CO 

t 

Ashbins 

CD  t>  HUO  CM  CO  "M  CO  COOL" 

lO  lO  O CO  03  t"  05  O COCOCO 

03  O O O CM  05  L"  1"-  "MOCM 

"M  L—  03  L-  05  t—  CO  XO  CO  05  O 

T ( 1 1 

95630 

77151 

Total 

Pits  Emptied 

789 

878 

1276 

1229 

1640 

1186 

1434 

3190 

1207 

1849 

1510 

16188 

16470 

Shallow 

Ashpits 

893 

874 

822 

1987 

676 

1219 

856 

7327 

Ashpits 

Deep 

747 

312 

612 

1203 

531 

630 

654 

4689 

Jan.  ... 
Feb.  ... 
Mar.  ... 
April ... 
May  ... 

June  ... 
July  ... 
Aug.  ) 
Sept,  j 
Oct.  ... 
Nov.  ... 
Dec.  ... 

m 1905 

r— H 

§1904 

30 


All  day  refuse  taken  to  the  Destructor  since  March  9th. 

All  night  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  March  L4th . 

Scavenging. — The  first  three  months  of  the  year  the 
streets  were  regularly  swept,  and  410  loads  were  taken  of! 
them,  and  the  gullies  emptied  ; also  26  loads  of  snow  removed 
from  the  streets,  and  these  were  cindered  when  necessary. 
The  unemployed  being  engaged  as  far  as  possible.  (The 
Scavenging  since  the  1st  April,  1905,  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  Surveyor.) 

Factory  and  Workshops’  Act,  1901  (Bakehouses, 
Laundries,  &c.). — One  hundred  and  fifteen  visits  and  inspec- 
tions have  been  made  in  connection  with  the  above,  viz.  : — 
factories,  30 ; workshops,  68 ; laundries,  17 ; relating  to 
sanitary  conveniences,  provision  of  fire  escapes,  drainage  of 
floors,  cleansing  of  ceilings  and  walls,  which  have  been 
complied  with. 

During  the  year  several  visits  have  been  made  by  H.M. 
Inspector,  in  relation  to  alterations  of  works,  &c. 

Extensive  alterations  and  improvements  have  been  made 
at  Messrs.  Baerlien's  mill,  viz.  : — 

3 new  water  closets  for  use  of  females, 

One  urinal  and  2 ,,  ,,  ,,  males. 

extra  to  what  were  already  in  use.  New  drains  to  shed  and 
main  drain  with  ventilation  shaft.  Three  windows  made  to 
slide  open  on  to  the  four  storey  fire  escape  landing  and  ladder. 

At  one  of  the  workshops  waterclosets  were  erected 
without  ventilation,  no  screen  communicated  with  the  work- 
room (contrary  to  the  F.  & W.  Act,  sec.  9)  and  not  properly 
divided.  H.M.  Inspector  Ciaik  and  myself  visited,  and  it  was 
referred  to  H.M.  Chief  Inspector  Lewis.  I now  have  the 
matter  in  hand. 

The  Bakehouses  have  received  attention  with  respect  to 
limewashing  of  ceilings  and  walls,  washing  of  glazed  suiface 
walls,  and  cleansing  of  floors.  One  new  bakehouse  has  been 
completed  and  registered. 

Food  and  Drugs’  Act— The  total  number  of  milk 
samples  purchased  have  been  25,  and  41b.  of  butter. 
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These  have  been  tested  for  deficiency  of  cream. 

The  meat  shops  have  been  visited  by  the  M.O.H.  and 
myself.  No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  during  the  year. 

On  the  24th  October  and  8th  November  several  of  the 
farms  were  visited  which  were  found  to  supply  milk  to 
Gorton  district,  viz.  : — 

Gotham,  Winster,  Matlock. 

Low  Farm,  ,,  ,, 

Pilsbury  Grange,  Hartington. 

Birch  Tree  Farm,  Macclesfield. 

Walnut  Tree  Farm,  Fallibroom. 

Whitley  Green  Farm,  Adlington. 

Little  Moss  Farm,  Gt.  Warford. 

From  all  the  above  farms  15  samples  of  milk  and  12 
samples  of  water  were  taken. 

The  three  most  suspicious  waters  and  one  milk  were 
tested  by  Prof.  Delepine,  of  Owen’s  College. 

Fairground. — The  fair  held  on  the  open  space  adjoining 
the  Chapel  House  during  September,  was  several  times 
visited  day  and  evening  by  the  M.O.H.  and  myself.  The  vans 
on  the  whole  were  found  particularly  clean  and  well  venti- 
lated. The  van  dwellers  were  supplied  with  disinfecting 
powder,  and  provided  with  sanitary  bins.  The  ground  was 
cleansed  of  all  rubbish  when  the  fair  closed. 

Cleansing  of  Brooks. — Portions  of  the  Gore  Brook, 
Levenshulme  Load  and  Gorton  Lane  streams  were  cleared  of 
rubbish  in  June,  July,  and  August,  and  offensive  matter 
burned  at  the  Destructor.  Eight  special  inspections  have  been 
made  and  samples  taken  of  fluid  polluting  the  streams. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 

A.  E.  CHEETHAM, 

Mem.  Rl.  San.  Inst.,  R.T.,  F.R.  Met.  S.,  London, 

Sanitary  Bis  pec  tor. 


